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WA Land Use Planning
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(Vision 2050 in Central Puget Sound)

Countywide Planning Policies

Comprehensive Plan 

Development 
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Permitting 



The state Growth Management Act (GMA) requires counties and cities to periodically 

conduct a thorough review of their plan and regulations to bring them up to date with 

any relevant changes in the GMA and to respond to changes in land use and 

population growth.  See RCW 36.70A.130

Pierce County jurisdictions’ next periodic update deadline is December 31, 2024.
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What?

https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.70A.130


What?

1.0 INTRODUCTION

2.0 OFFICIAL LAND USE MAPS

3.0 LAND USE

4.0 URBAN DESIGN AND COMMUNITY CHARACTER

5.0 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

6.0 TRANSPORTATION

7.0 UTILITIES

8.0 PUBLIC SERVICES

9.0 CAPITAL FACILITIES AND IMPROVEMENTS

10.0 ENERGY AND CLIMATE CHANGE

11.0 IMPLEMENTATION
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Why?

Counties and cities must be up-to-date with the requirements of the GMA, including the periodic 

update requirements, to be eligible for grants and loans from certain state infrastructure programs.
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Process

Submit Comprehensive Plan to PSRC prior to submitting to the Department of 

Commerce 

• Most staff are working on or finalizing a public participation 
plan/scope, with work starting in earnest in 2023. 
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How?

Some cities have already started “collaborating” and “coordinating” on their updates 
around regional issues (e.g., 5 cities are coordinating their efforts on a Commerce 
housing grant with SSHA3P.)  
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https://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/growth-management/growth-management-topics/military-base-land-use/

Periodic Update Guidance Sources

- RCW 36.70A.130

- WAC Chapter 365-196 (esp. subsections 610-660)

- WA Department of Commerce

- Municipal Research Services Center (MRSC)

- Puget Sound Regional Council (PSRC)

https://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/growth-management/growth-management-topics/military-base-land-use/
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.70A.130
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=365-196-610&pdf=true
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/growth-management/periodic-update/
https://mrsc.org/Home/Explore-Topics/Planning/General-Planning-and-Growth-Management/Comprehensive-Plan-Updates.aspx
https://psrc.org/
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Other Items

• 2022 Countywide Planning Policies (CPPs) are out for ratification – action by a city (or no 
action which also demonstrates approval) is due by November 13th, 2022.

• 2044 Population and Employment Growth Targets have been forwarded to the full 
County Council for action on August 16th, 2022.

• Looking ahead:  GMCC discussing coordinating a call for new center designations in 2023 
versus 2022.  This would result in better timing with GMA updates, and puts the call 
back in compliance with the schedule set in the CPPs. GMCC will bring its 
recommendation to the PCRC later this year for confirmation. 


